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Abstract

The analysis of the existing situation internationally, of a new relatively lumber product, the OSB, but
also the perspectives of its development in Greece, is the objective of the present paper. By a secondary
research it came out that the development of OSB in the worldwide market is moving up with a fast rate.
United States and Canada have the greatest share in OSB production whereas among European countries
France, Germany, Poland and United Kingdom are the major producers. The biggest imports are made by
United States (over 7 million m3), while at european level Germany, Italy, Austria and United Kingdom
have the first place. As concerns the exports, Canada takes the “lion’s share” (over 7,4 million m3),
whereas Poland, Germany, France and Belgium carry out exports from 200-275 thousands m3. The
average global market price of OSB amounts to 147 $/m3.
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In the greek place the wood and furniture enterprises have a knowledge of the product at a rate of 53%
whereas 32% are already using it, via imports, mainly from Bulgaria at a rate of 60%. The main
information source Are the suppliers at a rate of 54%, while the major reason of its use is the lower price
in respect to other competitive products such as plywood and solid wood. The perspectives of the OSB
development in the greek market seem to be particularly fair.

Keywords: OSB, market research of lumber products, merchandizing of wood products, international
market of lumber products, OSB production, OSB imports, OSB exports.
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Figure 2: Venner and OSB consumption in USA (www.worldforest.org).
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 1.  OSB  1998-2002 '  ( )
Table 1. OSB world production during 1998-2002 per volume (in 1000 m3)

1998 1998 2000 2001 2002
9.936 10.277 11.906 11.091 11.882
6.274 7.694 7.847 7.942 8.361

100 100 270 360 450
0 0 329 350 370

350 350 350 350 350
 223 223 236 260 260

110 300 250 208 208
150 150 150 150 165

0 0 40 150
0 0 0 60 90

4 0 0
79 0 0 4 0

17.222 19.094 21.342 20.815 22.286
: UNECE TIMBER database, as of July 28 2003 
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 2.  OSB  1998-2002 
 $ .

Table 2.  OSB imports of  main countries in the world during 1998-2002 in  value (1000 $) and volume
(1000 m3).

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
1  1.034.638 1.479.519 1.272.102 1.016.776 1.076.832

 5752,0 6513,0 6754,0 7167,0 7496,7
2 45.323 66.171 63.794 47.799 37.255

 200,0 292,0 310,0 334,0 338,0
3 18.996 34.805 30.778 27.855 34.335

 58,7 123,0 110,7 112,0 157,0
4 . 22.390 15.706 18.252 21.382 23.324

 109,8 67,0 72,0 93,5 115,0
5 11.524 12.440 10.791 22.694

51,0 67,0 69,0 136,0
6 8.725 11.034 11.122 11.574 21.103

 46,0 51,0 56,0 67,7 115,0
: UNECE TIMBER database, as of July 28 2003 
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 3.  OSB  1998-2002 
 $ .

Table  3.  OSB exports of  main countries  in the world during 1998-2002 in  value (1000 $) and volume
of (1000 m3).

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
1 1.116.545 1.572.782 1.361.573 1.091.760 1.126.418

 5.952,30 6.727,00 6.931,90 7.308,00 7.466,00
2 32.200 56.500 58.900 38.900 39.800

 169,90 289,80 327,80 283,00 273,30
3 3.374 3.067 7.134 13.261 41.342

 11,00 10,00 18,00 79,00 238,00
4 4.850 2.261 36.864 22.787 34.202

 18,90 6,90 230,90 150,10 203,30
5 2.986 1.260 2.233 32.469

12,30 6,00 14,20 202,50
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 4.  OSB  1998-2002  $/
Table  4.  Medium price of OSB import of countries during 1998-2002 in $/m3

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
214 214 239 231 244
220 220 224 225 238
324 283 278 249 219
204 234 254 229 203
190 216 199 171 184
213 202 210 170 179

226 186 156 167
142 126 174 141 157
180 227 188 142 144
227 227 206 143 110
186 226 189 145 147

: UNECE TIMBER database, as of July 28 2003, 
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Figure 4 : Import countries of OSB in the Greek market.
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